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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

“Early Morning
Marsh” by Phil
Wilikinson

Volume 6, Issue 18
Coastal Internship Opportunity Summer 2016

Dr. Savage’s ENVS101 Lab
spent Wednesday afternoon
outdoors at Glendale working
on data analysis. And the
goats enjoyed the beautiful
weather too!

The Tom Yawkey Wildlife
Management Preserve and the
Hobcaw Preserve in Georgetown, SC
are both educational and research
preserves. Both are in the Santee
Delta and have long and interesting
histories in South Carolina. Of
particular interest is the research
activities related to wildlife biology
and wildlife management.
Phil Wilkinson has studied both
shore birds and lighters all over the
Santee Delta. He has been catching,
tagging, measuring, and monitoring
alligators on the asked preserve for
nearly 35 years. He caught a female at
her nest this year that he first caught
31 years ago early in her reproductive
years. He is on a first name basis with
many of the alligators on the preserve,
and has a wealth of knowledge about
their health, population dynamics and
breeding habits. Each year he checks
the preserve by air for nests. Then
after locating the nests on the ground,

egg counts are done and a sample of
the eggs are sent for study at the
Marine Lab at MUSC. When
possible the mothers are caught and
their health assessed by
measurements, blood and tissue
sampling and they are tagged for
future following. Much has been
learned about the alligators and their
health as related to environmental
factors. For example the environment
now exposes the alligators to many
"endocrine disrupters" resulting in
infertility. The gators are a model for
looking at the same issues in humans.
The fieldwork is exciting and happens
in a beautiful part of the South
Carolina coast.
Wofford students are being given
the opportunity to work this summer
with Phil and Thomas Rainwater, a
recently trained biologist working at
Hobcaw and Yawkey. If interested,
contact John W. Simmons at
jsimmons3@me.com or 864-266-7164.
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities
March 10th

Cookies in the lounge: All ENVS majors and minors are invited to join us for cookies in
the BSA study room.

March 10th

Management Preferences for Protected Agricultural Lands: A Case Study from Boulder
County, Colorado: Join ENVS450 Senior Seminar class in RMSC 121 as environmental
sociologist Dr. Amy Telligman gives a research presentation. All are welcome!
Adopt-A-Stream Biological Training Workshop: This workshop will focus on collection
techniques for both rocky and muddy bottom streams and macro invertebrate
identification. Location: USC-Upstate Watershed Ecology Center. To register for this
free workshop, contact Beth Button, BBUTTON@uscupstate.edu.

2:00pm-2:30pm

4:00pm-5:00pm

March 12th

9:30am-3:30pm

March 14th

Sustenance & Sustainability in Nicaragua: Sarah Junkin Woodard from the Center for
Development in Central America will speak in Olin 101 about her work in Nicaragua with
the Jubilee House Community. They are focused on justice, freedom from poverty, and
helping communities to become self-sufficient and sustainable.

March 19th

Volunteers Needed to Help with School Group at Glendale: Contact Dr. Savage if you are
interested in assisting 3rd-5th graders with environmental education activities at the
Goodall Center in Glendale.

3:30pm

9:00am-12:00pm

March 26th
9:30am

March 31st

April 23rd

10:00am-3:00pm

Northside Community Teaching Farm - Free Mushroom Inoculation Workshop: Coleman
Hockett, beekeeper and mushroom farmer extraordinaire, will be leading this
workshop to be held at the urban farm with the big greenhouse below the Farmers'
Market parking lot. Optional donations accepted to offset costs of materials and option
to purchase a log for $2-$5 to take home. https://www.facebook.com/events/1711049345805004/
Carl Safina Events Rescheduled: 11:00am in McMillan Theater – “Our Threatened
Oceans” – free and open to the public. Tickets available (contact: heidi@waterrockinstitute.org)
for 6:00 VIP reception and 7:00pm keynote presentation, “Beyond Words: What Animals
Think and Feel” in the USC Upstate Campus Life Center.
Discover Your Watershed at Lyman Lake Lodge: Paddle, play and learn about the Tyger
River Watershed. This family event is designed to raise awareness about the
importance of safeguarding our water resources for future generations. Registration
and lunch are free if you sign up at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-yourwatershed-tickets-18707263930

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
East Carolina University – Center for Sustainable Tourism
In 2009 East Carolina University began offering
the nation’s first interdisciplinary Master of Science
in Sustainable Tourism (MS-ST) degree.
The program website states, “Sustaining
environments, businesses, and social and cultural
identities requires an interdisciplinary approach and
perspective. The MS-ST program draws upon
emerging sustainability sciences ranging from the
physical to the social to address complex sustainable
tourism issues. Science and education are critical
partners in the sustainable, long-term management
of tourism, and this program provides the

foundation for this new approach to sustainable
management.”
Four core courses in sustainability and tourism
are offered - an introductory course, a science
course, a business course, and a planning and
policy course. Students also choose from a set of
electives and can opt for independent study or
internship experience. Both thesis and non-thesis
options are offered. Visit their website at
http://www.ecu.edu/degrees/MS/Sustainable+T
ourism/

